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SPEAKERS



ADVOCACY

Advocacy and how does it work
ADA's role and fed legislation 
NYSDA's role
NYSDA legislation and why it matters
• Private dental insurance
• Workforce
• Medicaid
NYC fluoride update 
How to get involved
Q&A 



ADVOCACY & 
HOW IT 
WORKS
DR. KATHRYN ROTHAS
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Advocacy

Any action that 
speaks in favor of, 

recommends, 
argues for a cause, 

supports or 
defends, or pleads 
on behalf of others



Community-Level
Aim to address a barrier to care or barrier to optimal overall 
health through:

• Lobbying city council members
• Organizing grassroot advocacy campaigns at local level
• Organizing a petition
• Raising public awareness
• Developing a community program that addresses a 

barrier to optimal oral health or total health
• Organizing events or services to address the needs of a 

specific population



City Council 1st Reading 
Closed Hearing

Bill Drafted & Introduced 
by Council Member

Subcommittee
Closed Session

Public Hearing(s) & 
Comment

Open Session

City Council 2nd Reading 
Closed Hearing

City Council Votes on 
Bill

Sent to Mayor’s Office 
for Approval

Gain city council member 
sponsorship

Receive endorsement from 
committees



State-Level
Educating state lawmakers and emphasizing the need to 
change state-level health policies to improve access to 
healthcare services and other ways to create healthier, safer 
communities by: 

• Lobbying state lawmakers
• Organizing grassroot advocacy campaigns to state-level 

policy





National Level

Influencing the policy process, 
government decisions & regulatory 

processes at the country level, aiming 
to effect change in laws, policies and 

practices through: 
• Contacting federal policymakers
• Lobbying & engaging in public 

campaigns
• Submitting amendments to CODA 

for standards changes





Nuances to Note

Each local municipality & state has slight 
variations in their legislative process

Each local & state governments have different 
congressional session duration & frequencies

At the end of a congressional session, if a bill is 
not sent to the Mayor, Governor or President, it 
has to be reintroduced (sometimes new 
sponsor), renumbered & restart the journey 
from introducƟon → commiƩee → governing 
body vote → execuƟve approval



NYS Medicaid
NYS Medicaid reimbursement rates have not increased in 10+ 
yrs

Overhead costs have increased threefold

Billing processes are laborious and nuanced 

Great variation among managed care plans vs. straight 
Medicaid

Insurance companies inflating their enrolled provider lists

Even with diversified payor mix, accepting Medicaid not 
financially sustainable in private offices



ADA’s ROLE & 
FEDERAL 
LEGISLATION
DR. VERA TANG



159,000-member organization .

160 years – leading voice of dentistry

• Forsyth Institute (AFI)
• Health Policy Institute (HPI)

Research & Policy Centers



https://youtu.be/wisEOJk4kK0



78% dental graduates with $312,000 
debt 

Interest rates 9.5 – 10.5% interact 
rates on federal Direct Unsubsidized 
Stafford and Grad PLUS Loans 

Majority dental students rely on 
federal loans to finance their 
education 



Student 
Loans



REDI 
ActS942/HR2028

Resident Education Deferred Interest Act
Bipartisan Legislation Sen. Rosen (D-NV), 
Sen Boozman (R-AR) and Rep. Babin
Dental & medical students to defer interest 
and payments while in their residency 
programs.



NYSDA 
LEGISLATION



COMMERCIAL 
DENTAL 
INSURANCE
DR. RADHA SADCHEVA MUNK



WORKFORCE

DR. DOUGLAS SCHILDHAUS



MEDICAID

DR. KATHRYN ROTHAS



MedicaidDental is 1 % of the 
Medicaid budget

Early March DOGE  tried to 
eliminate dental by folding 

it into medical

• What does that mean to 
you? 

• Access to Care
• Hospital overload



FLUORIDE IN 
NYC

DR. VERA TANG



Dr. Valerie Venterina



Dr. Brett Kessler, ADA President



Dr. Maurice Edwards, NYSDA President



HOW CAN 
YOU GET 
INVOLVED?
DR. MINA KIM



Write a Letter

https://www.ada.org/advocacy/grassroots-action-center/nyc-fluoride-
action-alert/









NYSDA Lobby Day







We are all Members of the Tooth Party

We are a strictly bipartisan 
organization
We work with all members to 
advance oral health issues.



If you are not at the table, you are 
probably on the menu!



Political Engagement

PAC Giving

Giving to Candidates

Volunteering for a Campaign

Contacting Elected Officials

Voting



The Scary Truth of Political Engagement

• More people don’t vote 
then do

• Primary participation is 
in the gutter

• An apathic electorate 
leads to hyper 
partisanship



thank you!


